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Grand Juries for he own and County 


Y hearts defires to God for you all are, That ye may 
underftand fo much of Religion as is declaredinthe 
Laws and Statutes of thisLand, and that the Oyer of 
she Law may be obferved and allowed inall points, whichis no — 
mers than the undoubted Right ofevery F ree-born Subject of this 
ation. 

Firft, look into the Statute made the firft year of Q. Elizabeth, 
chap. 1. Az Alt to reftore the Crown to the Antient Furifdittion, over — 
the State Ecclefiaftical and S piritual, and to abolifh all Forreign Power 
repagwant tothe fame. 

By this Statute all Commiffioners are limitted, that have Au- 
thority to hear and determine the Offences of Error, Herefies, _ 
Schifm, Abufes and fo that they fhall not in any 
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have Authority or Powertoorder, or determine, or judge 
any matter or caufe to be Herefie, but only fuch as have formerly 
been adjudged fo to be by the Canonical Scriptures, expreft in 
plain words; and that none fhall be indicted or arraigned for any_ 
. .of the Offences made, ordained, or revived or adjudged by this 
Act, \unlefs there be two fufficient Withefles; or more, to teltifie 
_and declare the faid Offences; whereby he fhall be indicted or 


arraigned. ‘This Statute fays further, ‘That the Witnefles fhall 
bebrought face to face, before the Party fo arraigned, if he re- — 


Take notice, That all‘honeft People require that; none 
ought tobe fore-judged: or condemned, neither ought-ye togo 

‘upon them, nor fet’ upon them, but by the Law of the Land; 

fee the great Charter of England. I pray let us have Law for our 


Money, ye are paid for it before-hand : It is hard tofind inthe 
Hiftories of former:Ages fucha Money-Trade madeof Religion, — 
as hath been made ‘in within this two and Forty. Years, 
Ol Apoftate; he: was the firft Tread.of 
that ufed that Trade in amanner, he being fo rmerly 


fince the days ‘Fuliz 


a Grriftian, andturned to Heathenifm. 
There are feveral Statutes made fince thefe,that do give Power 
-to the civil Magiftrate to enquire into matters tonching the Ser- 
vice of God, and eftablilhing of true: Réligion in this Nation ; 


thereforethey had'nced to havé a care of warpingfrom the Intent- 


ment of the Law, which hath made the ‘Scriptures the Rule in fuch 
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gafes, and have delivered them asa fufhcirent Rule bothof Faith | 
and Manners (fee the fixth Article of the Church of England) and 
limitted all fothat they shall not expound one place of Scrip- 
dure to make Jt repugnant to another. (fee the 20th Article.) 
Look intothe Statute made the sthand.6th years of King Ed- 4 
ward the 6th,chap.1. fee the Preamble, which isa Key to open the 
j intentment: of the Law in thisand.all other Statutes; this Sta- 
| tute doth declare, “That there was avery godly Order inthe 
« Church at that time, wherein all good People received comfort | 
) “by it, in their Chriftian Converfation :. And this. notwith- | 
$*ftanding.a great number of People in divers parts.of this.Redlm 
“following their own Senfuality, and lived either without-the = 
< Knowledge or due fear of God, did willfully and damnably | 
before - 


&before Almighty God abftain and refafeto come to their Parith 
“Church. Thisis one: of the Fundamental Statutes for our 
teftant Church, and is worthy to be taken notice of by the Bifhops, 

| “| pray, mind the words of this Statute, that declares the 
| ‘Church of England was then in avery godly Order,and all goodPeople 
~  veceived Comfort thereby in their Chriftian Converfation. It is Very 
4 | likely they were fo atthat day, an honeft profefling People that 
‘ 


fought after God, and all they that did order their Converfati- | 
> on aright, did fee the Salvation of God : Thefe are found words, 
eee and a Teftimony alfo upon Record for thofe People: This mat. 
| ‘ter isvery weighty, I muft follow my Synterifis that fay,7he whole - 
of any thing s more than any one part of it;whichbrings == 
me to that Party this Statute was made for, which S¢¢Doé%or and 
“ were a great Number of People in divers parts of onperne 3 
“this Realm, that followed their own Senfuality, 
2 eae “and living either without the knowledge or due fear of G 
© did wilfully and damnably before Almighty God abftain.anc 
refufeto come to their Parifh Church: This Statute leaves 
i them to the Cenfure of the Church; that was very. well done; 
A they had thenthe Scriptures of Truth for their Law without 
By -. doubt, which are the declared Fundamental Laws of Heaven, 
sl . whereall Judges are enjoyned to judge according to the Witdom 
of God, which V Vifdom judgeth very truly that. wifdom thats 
béneath it; which is Earthly, Senfual and Devilifh; and the civil 
‘Magiftrate ought to correct the vicious Lives and. Manners‘of 
-|- fuch as live in their own Senfuality, either without the 
} ‘knowledge or due fear of God; and to do it according toT ruth, 
‘not making the Punifhment greater than the Offence, nor to 
make one fuffer for anothers fault, that wereboth Uncharitable 
cand Unchriftian-like. ‘And for forcing Conformity uponany, 
there can be no fervice to. God in that; for Force makes Hypo- 
‘crites, which is the fame Spirit that- appeared in many of thofe 
‘that were concerned in the "War againft King Charles the firft, 
which Were the conforming Party moftly : 1 very well remember 
“that, andthe Bifops Severity ajfo; they were very Officious in 
. their Offices, to make them Church-men with their Church-Pol- 
licy, focalled, which proved to be the fame nature in effect yo 
that 
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mity upon fuch a Generation of Vipers as. thofe ‘of thefe late 


times; and thofe that this aforefaid Statute declares.of, ye ought 


tolet them alone until they bring forth Works meet for Repen- 
tance, and notto add fin tofin: And donot heap:up Works of 


Repentance for your felves, as your Predeceflors did in hiding — 
Hypecrifie under Church Formalities : I would not have you.mi- 

ftake me, Iknowthere were many-of thofe of the late times that 
_ maeant’honeftly, and ‘lived and dyed fo. And for-thefePeople 
that this Statute fpeaks of, it is likely that amongftfogreata 
number of People, there-were fome that.had:fome formal Wor- 
thip of their own in fome private places,but this cannot be proved ~ 

but by traditional Arguments ; for the. never communi- 
cated their intelligence concerning their fufferings, tomakethem — 


publickin this Nation. 


_” Phis aforefaid Statute of the fifthand fixth of Edward the fixth, 
was repealed the firft year of Queen Airy, butinthe firftyear 


of Queen Elizabeth, chap. 2. it was revived again, and the 
Reafons why, ‘as fays the Statute, was, becau/e true Religion was 


much decayed-by the [aid Repeal: And in this Statute it is expreff, | 
That all fhall refort to their Parifh Churchupon Holy dayes, 


‘except they could fhew a lawful or reafonable excufe. — 


And in g Statute made the third year of ‘Kings Fames, : 
Aa Att for the better difcovering and repreffing of Popifh Recufants, — 


there is.aClaufe in that Statute which hath relation.to thisfformer 
Statute of the firft of Elizabeth, chap. 2. which is, “That ‘a 


«&Juftice or Juftices of the Peace may call People before them, 
why they do not go to the ‘Church and 
“conform (according to the aforefaid Statute made-in that cafe) 
“and if they cannot fhew a fufficient exeufe to fatisfiethe Juftice, 
“then the Juftice may.grant a Warrantto the Wardens of the _ 
Parifh te take a Diftrefs of their Goods for Twelve Pence the 
| 


“Week for not going:to Church. 


Thefe.are the Statutes thagare.madebarely fornot going to 
Church, which allow-both a lawfubor reafonable excufe. For the 


reft ofthe $+ atures that have.any.clanfein them concerning goingto 


Church, 


thatof the Spaniards with the Weft-Indinns, and the Papifts 
Queen AMary’s dayes with the Proteftanrs: Men mnft not. play 
Devilfor Gods fake, to pollute-:a Church ‘by forcing Confor-— 
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Church; Took into them, and you will find thatthey were made 
for Popifh Recufants; only in a:Statute made the 23d year of 
~ Queen Elizabeth, chap..1. An A& for retaining the Queens Subjetts 


an their due Obedience: This Statute was made for fuch Perfons 


: as pretend to have Power from the See of Rome to abfolve People : 


“ And for fuch-Perfons as are willing tobe withdrawn fronithe- 
Church of England to the Church of Rome: And for fuch.Per-- 
“fons as have brought or fhall bring in and-put in execution 
“Bulls, Writings and Inftruments, and other “fuperftitious 


_ things from the See of Rome, and inrefpect thereof did with-- 


“¢ draw great Numbers from their due Obedience to her Majefties - 


-©Laws eftablifhed for the fervice of God; and did alfo with- 


“draw divers of the’ Queens Subjects from their natural Obedi-- 
“ence to her Majefty,.to obey the. ufurped Authority of Rome. . 


Do not they that putthis Statute in execution againft Proteft.ant- 


Diffenters (thatare clear of fuch doings) go great way from: 
the real intentment of the Law ?. ie 
There may be feveral Orthodox-Reafons given for diflenting « 


froma Church that formerly profefled: Truth ; the Scriptures are 
-@lear in matters of fact;.1 fuppofe that none will. deny. that : 


‘Weread, that when the faithful City. became a Harlot, the Pro-_ 
phets cryed out againft her New Afoons, her Sabboths, and-her 
Appointed Feafts, and Multitude of Sacrifices, and declared pub- 
lickly, That God hated them; and yet their Sacrifices were fore - 
merly Gods own appointed Ordinances; And that ber Princes — 
within her were rearing Lyons, ber Fudges: evening Wolves, her Pro-- 
phets Lite and Treasheroms, and her Priefts pollused.the Santtuary, 
and did Violence-to the Law. hope none willprefumeto maine 
tain, that the Prophets were not Diflenters in that.day, and that . 
they did conform to that which God: hated : Thus ftood the cafe . 
with Gods. People in that day; much more may be faid of fuc- 
ceeding Ages to that purpofe. But toreturnto my former Dif- 


courfe concerning thofe Laws that:are put in execution againft’ 


Proteftant Diffenters, with:a ferious confideration.of the Tranf- 
actions of our Magiftrates; in: putting the Statute of the 29thof | 


_Ekzabesh inexecution againft them, which. Statute was made ° 


for the worft of Papiffs, and a Law too bad for them in all rea- - 
fon. This Statute being for she more fpeedy putting in Exee - 
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 rention th aforefaid Statute of ‘the 23d of | 
‘now at this day put in exectition,: ivobftructs.the laudable courfe | 
-of Juftice that: is enjoynedin the aforefaid Statute, made forthe 
 reftoring the Crown’ to the: Antient' Juridiction, whichis the 
only certain way for exeaiting ‘impartial Juftice, that. Statute» 
having fo near rélation to the great Charter of England ;, for: 
our Magifttates expound one Statute to make it repygsantto 
‘another, ahd do! the ‘like by the Scriptures, they. may foon make 
acheat of Religion and the whole Body of: the Law.. Do the 
Laws of this Land judge any man before: he is fuffered to {peak 
for. himfelf? Is a Fellon or Murderer conviéted before his Ac- 
-cufers‘are ‘brought facé to face before him?. And muft Innocent : 
= People deliver theit Bodies to the Sheriff’ before: they have per- ee 
| fonal Notice given them to'appear before-you, to fhew a Reafon J 
| whythey donot conform? Is this the way to propagate the 
_ Gofpel of Jefus Chrift that gave himfelf for the Redemption of 
Mankind, and commanded toloveEnemies? And may iuchas 
themfelves’Chriftians endeavour to make Innocent:People 
their own Executioners, 'tofling themfelvesinto aGoal, andif 
they refufe’ to doit, to feize their Lands and Goods to the Kings ee 
ufe? Icannot fparé you inthis, but muftlay you open; fuck © 
Proceedings will be a Moth both in the Kings Eftate and Honour oe 
alfo: Go-to your Cemmon-Prayer, Catechi{m, {ee your Duty 
towards God and yéur Neighbour. The former pretence was, 
That'we were fufpetted to be Papifts; but: now there:is1a way made 
to clear that Sufpicion,: there-is a: Teft or Declaration contained 
adnan Act of Parliament, made the 32th year.of King Chaxles the 
fecond that now reigns, it being for the more effectual Pre- 


‘fervation of the King’s Perfon and Government, ‘by difabling -Papilts ~4= 
to fit in Parliament : ‘This Act hath been putinexecutionbythe = | 
King’s Commiffion 1 my felf, :withfeveral-others,: fubfcribed 


‘to the Declaration contained in the faid:Act, before Judge 
-tegue, a Record thereof is in the Exchequer, anda Copy ofitin 
‘the Sheriffs hands, whereby we are difcharged of the Penalties 
of thofe Statutes of the 32th and 29th of Elizabeth, aforefaid:; 
‘and yet this notwithftanding, there hath been this laft two years, 
fincethe faid Subfcription; Writs taken.out of the Exchequer 
againft feveral of us, upon the fame-account, 
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defpifed ‘and rejected: of ame As: A af orrow, ana acg bainted 


this or that Government. They-that have true love to King and 


Sheriffs:hands,: and fome Goods: feized by the firft years Writss 


_».'To be plain; there is no Law to compél People ‘to: Con- 


form, if they can shew a lawful or reafopable excufe; .Religion 


being an Obligation; man bound to God, and not to mens Opi- 


nions ;. the Scriptures are clearin this.point, that fay; That the 
Laiw toas not made for the Innocent, but for Wicked mens: And do 


. not the Statutes fay the fame thing:in effect, when it allows both 
a lawful and reafonable excufe; there is nothing: can gain-fay . 


this, but Make-bate Opinion, :falfly called Religion, which. is 
the ground of Quarrels in matters of Religion; for when. men 
do undertake either to Inform or Correct: others ‘in matters of 
Religion, ‘it ought:to-be ‘doné dn ‘Tnith. arid: Righteoufhefs, 
from that inward: Principle’ of the ‘divine :Life,:'whereby good 
men govern their Actions,’ and--where that: Principle rules, thé 
Gofpel of Jefus Chrift.is manifeft:in them, « which-is Peace on 


Earth, Good Will towards ‘mens there is: no; other way for our 
to. perform any Duty towdrds ‘God: in order to . 


tablish trne Religion in this:'Nation. Religion. hath 


no Foundation to {tand:upon, that:cantiot bereftablifhed, as 


written, The King’s Throne is eftablifhid in Righteoufnefs; the 
King of Kings hath decreed it fo, therefore let none deceive 
themfelves, : and. fit down fatisfied'in bare Forms, but all to. 
come to the living Saviour: of Mankind, that-is declared inthe: 
Scriptures of Truth, asone without Beautyor Comlinefs) being. 


with ahs and in his Will and Teftament hath left his fol- 


Towers, for a Legacy,”.a daily Crofs,-and they thar.do follow 


him will find it :for man muft, (by the. Power of Chrift) 
crofs that Nature ‘im himfelf-that. leads out from ‘God into 


Sin; ‘before-he can‘belin:a capacity tordé anything. towards’ 


the eftablifhment of true Religion in this!‘Nation: There is 
nothing but Truthand:Righteoufnefs will ftand in this Land of 
our Nativity, all ‘things elfe ftand but as a tottering Wall in 
England, as late‘Experience hath shown, whether they be Laws. 


againft- Diffenters;,' flattering Addrefles;, Abhorrences; ‘forced. 


Oaths; contrived Covenants and: Engagements ‘for or. againit 
his 
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‘his: Government, muft mannage his bufinéfs. in Truth and 


‘Righteoufnefs, for if they do-otherwife, their Policy will fail 
them; theresa Fire kindled .in this Nation that burns fecret- 
Jy, which-will break forth into Flames to.confume that Stubble — 

that man.in his Worldly Wifdom is,building upon, whether 

they be Profeffors or Prophane, that are gathering to them- 


felves, .and:not gathering unto God, that is, out of that inward 


Principle of the divine ‘Life, and is at thisday Perfecuting fuch . 
.asown andimbrace Jt, and think they can never do enough to 
uphold their lifelefs Forms: likely.the high-ilown Church- 
men that make a Tradeof Religion will not like this difcourfe 
‘but I_cannot help that, . it is the Widdows Mite caft into the 
Treafury., Lam furel have nd Enmity in my Heart againft any 
-of them, but dodefire well for them Gods love.is Univerfal to. 
Mankind For God is Love, aud they that.dwelin Gad, dwell in 
Love: Iheartily with that they would underftand and practife 
this, it would foon put an endto Differences in Religion. Its 
. 2 Duty incumbent with every true Chriftian, to thew thofe that — 
they love, ‘their Miftakes; it were Uncharitable to Jet People 


alone until .their own Folly corre&sthem: Ihavefeena Book: == 


commonly called, The King’s Book, witha Greek Title, Printed. 
1648. in which Book there is aLetter from King Charlesthe 
firft, tohisSon, .this King that now Reigns, wherein he advifes 
his Son, Zo keep true Principles of Piety, Virtue and Honour, and 
he fhould never want a Kingdom; And that he -fhould.take beed that 
outward Circumftances and Formalities of Religion devoured ‘not alls 
that be fbould ferioufly confider the former, real, or objetted 
Mafcarriages, that which might occafion his Fronbles, and avoidthems: 
And that bw Prerogative ithe ft frown and exercifed in remitting ra- 
ther than exatting the Rigor of the Laiw, there being than , 
_degal TYRANNY. of our Magiftrates. have exercifed 
themfelves not a idittle in this legal Tyranny, fo called; they’ - 
have been abfolute Princes intheir Offices, fo Arbitrary have | 
they been in their adminiftring of Juftice, thatthe Gyer of the . 
Law hath been fet at naught by them, as a thing of novalue, | 
although it isthat both King and Subjects hold their Rights and . 
‘Properties by; the violating thereof may make all things runon 
heaps again, asit hathdone formerly, fothatall be. 
| oulrerers 
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Sufferersforatime. But this word of'Comfort'! have for the 
Land of «my Nativity, ‘The time will come, thatthe Lyon and the 


Lamb hall dwell:together, and alittle Child fhall‘lead them: there- 


> 


He Moftery of Profelfion creat, 

| That all may fee, that want of Li pia Ss 
Makes men like Bats and Birds of Night. 


Profeffion wt a'lovely Tree, 

Andvwery green-appeared to 

With Blifoms fair Eye can fees 

And when the times wihitdidfuit, 
It feemd as it would bear fomefrust. 


Great Storms of Pevfecution blew, 
That nipt the bud, and-chang’d the hew, | 
And fo, away the Bloffoms flew. : 
What Fruit can thon expetied bey 

From a feared and blated Tree? 


, fore awake, awake ye out of your miltaken Judgments, and make 
hafte-to fet up true Religion in ye r own Hearts and Confciences, 
| ‘that.that Wifdom. may.flow from you that is better.than Wea- 
ponsof War, whichisthat good $Synterifis, ‘that eternal Power 
without ‘which no'man can have‘any'aflurance of | 
, heavenly Peace and Profperity, -nor enjoy anything elfe long; | 
for-mans daysare fhort, butthis will continue with you forever, 
‘which is .my-defire for you, having nothing but love in my : 
oS Heart for you all, and.defire your Redemption from the Bondage | 


an did bis good Wills 
when thit. be expelled Fruits, 


hands frill. upon she Gronieds Be | - 

None can pluck. 4p, bus 


Through change of times.and change of States 

| In fteps the Monfter of 


And fet her forth.to publick, 


Make-bate Opinion, {he appears 
With fwarms of jealoufies and 
Sets men. together by rhe Ears. 
And courts the times. what focrer they bea, 
| And makes that . 
Her brood grows. great, and ¢oufes 
| | And ftrives to be.asbig as BONN. 
| Thefe Vipers in the Sun de Play 
Makes all the year a 
But Stores Se. ta shiem 
Into their Holes, imbepes of ‘Sleeps. 
Infte ad of Reft, with \ 
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a,” ere are at this Warrants out againtima: | 


of the Proteftant-Diffenters in this Countp 
Goods for Tihoentp Bound the Woneth, foz no iefs 


of Cambridge, to take Diftrefles upon their 


than fir Doneths, upon the Statute of the 23th of 
Elizabeth, made againtt thofe Papifts that brought 


Bulls and Wardons from ROME, and with-drew. 


many of the People from their natural Dbedience to 
the Queett, to obep the ufurped Authority of Rome ; ¢ 


thofe People that the noarrants are out againt, are 
pooz People, andbut if anpat all (that 


can hear of) that can oz will probide Money fo to 
pay {uch an illegal debt. twill be 
the portion of all thofe that carry on fuch deligns as 


this: The Low God Everiatting hatten the Conkir- 


they are doing, 


mation of it that men map fee tobere they are, and 
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